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Dame Catherine Cookson was born in 1906. From an 
early age Catherine was determined to become a writer. 
She wrote her first short story when she was eleven, send-
ing it off to the South Shields Gazette.

She left school at thirteen and worked in domestic ser-
vice and in a workhouse before moving to Hastings. At 
thirty-four she married Tom Cookson, a local grammar-
school master. In the years that followed Catherine suffered 
several miscarriages and fell into a depression. She returned 
to writing to recover and joined the local writers’ group 
for encouragement. Her first book, Kate Hannigan (1950), 
was partly autobiographical.

Although she was originally acclaimed as a regional 
writer, Catherine’s readership soon began to spread around 
the world. Catherine’s novels have been translated into 
more than twenty languages and over 100 million copies 
of her books have been sold. Catherine died shortly before 
her ninety-second birthday in June 1998 having completed 
104 works, nine of which were published posthumously.

By the time of her death Catherine Cookson had received 
an OBE, the Freedom of the Borough of South Tyneside, an 
honorary degree from the University of Newcastle and the 
Royal Society of Literature’s award for Best Regional Novel 
of the Year.

Catherine Cookson was the most borrowed author in 
UK public libraries for twenty years – a sure testament to 
the ongoing popularity of her stirring, timeless novels.
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