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‘THE COLONEL TOOK THE TOP OFF THE COFFEE CAN AND
SAW THAT THERE WAS ONLY ONE LITTLE SPOONFUL LEFT.’

Fridays are di� erent. Every other day of the week, the 
Colonel and his ailing wife �ght a constant battle against 
poverty and boredom, scraping together the dregs of 
their savings for the food and medicine that keeps them 
alive. But on Fridays the postman comes – and a � eeting 
wave of hope rushes through the Colonel’s old heart. 

For �fteen years he’s watched the mail boat drift into 
harbour, hoping it will bear the envelope containing the 
army pension promised to him all those years ago. While 
he waits for the cheque, his fortune is pinned to his prize 
bird and the upcoming cock� ghting season. But until then,
the bird, the Colonel and his wife must all somehow be fed . . .

‘Márquez writes in this lyrical, magical
language that no one else can do’  
SALMAN RUSHDIE

‘Masterly. He dazzles us with powerful e� ect’  
NEW STATESMAN

‘One of this century’s most evocative writers’  
ANNE TYLER
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‘Masterly. He dazzles us with powerful e� ect’  

‘One of this century’s most evocative writers’  

Winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature

‘An imaginative writer of genius’  
GUARDIAN
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about the author

Gabriel García Márquez was born in Aracataca, Colombia, in 1927. He studied 
at the  University of  and later worked as a reporter

 for the Colombian newspaper El Espectador and as a foreign correspondent in
 Rome, Paris,  Barcelona, Caracas and New York. He is the author of several novels
 and

  
collections of stories, including Eyes of a Blue Dog (1947), Leaf Storm (1955), 

No One Writes to the Colonel (1958), In Evil Hour (1962), Big Mama’s Funeral 
(1962), One Hundred Years of Solitude (1967), Innocent Erendira and Other 
Stories (1972), The Autumn of the Patriarch (1975), Chronicle of a Death Fore-
told (1981), Love in the Time of Cholera (1985), The General in His Labyrinth 
(1989), Strange Pilgrims (1992), Of Love and Other Demons (1994) and Mem-
ories of My Melancholy Whores (2005). Many of his books are published by 
Penguin. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1982. Gabriel García 
Márquez died in 2014.

National Colombia at Bogotá
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First published in Spanish as El Coronel No Tiene Quien Le Escribe
This translation first published in the United States of America by Harper & Row, 

Publishers, Inc., 1968 and in Great Britain by Jonathan Cape 1971
First published in Penguin Books 1974

Reissued in this edition 2024
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English translation copyright © Harper & Row, Publishers, Inc., 1968

Copyright © Heirs of Gabriel García Márquez, 2024
English translation copyright © Alfred A. Knopf Inc., 1986
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The moral right of the copyright holders has been asserted

Printed and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, Elcograf S.p.A.

The authorized representative in the EEA is Penguin Random House Ireland,  
Morrison Chambers, 32 Nassau Street, Dublin D02 YH68

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978–0–241–96873–4

www.greenpenguin.co.uk

Penguin Random House is committed to a 
sustainable future for our business, our readers
and our planet. �is book is made from Forest
Stewardship Council® certified paper.
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