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SEPTEMBER
’ﬂwrsdax
T school they taught us about this scientist who
studied animals +hat lived on some remote islands.
’ﬂm‘r’s w)nere )ne came up wi-ﬂ\ +)ne +)neor7/ of
“survival of the 1[i++es+.‘\' .

CRIBBLE

Well, T'm sure this Charles Darwin guy was smart,
but his idea doesnt ex\)laih a_person like ME.
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T+5s trve that the strong survive, but so do the
ohes who are smart ehous}\ to hot get themselves
killed. And T +hank my ancestors for makihg
Sood choices, because if +¥~\e7/ didnt, T wouldnt

even be here.

I read +)na+ a few )nuhdrecl years 490, if 7/ou were

+oo scared to go into battle, -H\e)/’cl Ji\) you n
hot tar and cover you in feathers as \:uhis\wmeht
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Ah& even ‘H\ous)n I’m sure it would be a little
uhcomfor‘hx{)le, it would be better than 3e‘H'ih3
taken out b)/ a cannonball.

GOOD LUCK

- ﬁ,ﬁ . ‘x\

T guess that makes me a c\-\ickeh, but Tm
OK with it. T dont know how chickens got a
reputation for beihs scared in the first \)|ace,
‘H\ous}\ ) because TVe run into some \)reﬂ’)/
aggressive ones in my life.

CK— ——\ ¢
Cé:l\-_%CK CLUCK E
CLUCK

%M N M%W—
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’ﬂxef say c}xickehs haVe a "‘)eckihg or&er," w\were
+he bis ones ‘)ick on the little ones. And that's
exac-Hy how it is at my middle school.

ﬂ\e k:ci w)no's at -H\e +0\> of +)ne \aeckihs order iS
Zander Wrexham, who everyone calls Z-Rex. He's
gotten held back so mahy times that he's sop\?osed
to be a }'\ish school Juhior {)7/ now.
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Zander is so +ou3¥\ that he doesnt even need
to do any bu“yiha. When he sits down in the
ca-fe‘l’erio\, kids hahd over +¥\eir shacks in advance.

T'm somewhere near the bottom of the Peckihs
order, but at least T'm not at the ACTUAL
bottom. That spot {)e|ohss to Jarrett Jollifee,
who eVeryohe calls the Bull Mashe‘l’. There’s Just
something about Jarrett +(a+ attracts bullies +o
him like flies 4o }'\ohey.




T guess he must give off some kind of scent

or ‘)"\eromohe. \'\])na‘l'eVer it s, $ome{>od7/ s‘would
stud it, because whoever fisures out what's in
that kid's DNA could chkdge it and turn it into
$ome+hih3 vseful.

Th fact, TVe been +r7/ih3 to get o saliva sam‘)le
from Jarrett. But it's no fun going ‘H\roug}\ +he
trash in the cafeteria to find one of his used
popsicle sticks.
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T"\)/ brother Rodrick says that bullies can SMELL
fear, so Tve been |oadih3 up oh my dad’s coloshe
every morhing to cover whatever chemicals my
body,s \)roducihs.

SPRITZ
) .SPRITZ //

T£ there’s a smell that attracts bullies, there must
be SOme‘H\ihs +hat drives them AWAY, and The
been &oihs a little ex‘)erimeh‘l'ihs. ﬂ\is morhihs 1;
rubbed sdr“c on m7/ cloﬂxes, which didnt seem o
have any effect on the bullies. But i+ DID bother

EVelyh Trimble, who everyone says is a Vampire.
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The way T see it, middle school is like a game
where the soal each c{ay is to not be “it." So
you never wanna call oo muc}\ attention to

7/ourse|1[.

T do my best not +o make e7/e contact with

ahy bullies when T'm in the \'\q||wq7l, which isnt
alwqys easy. But |uckil7/, Harris Coo?er got an eye
infection and %as ‘o wear a Po\+c}\, w)m'c)n takes
care of half the ProHem.

The time thats the most c{qhserous is the walk
home from school, where it's easy to get sihslec}
out. But Tve come up with a few 4ricks +o kee\)
bullies at arms |eh3+)n.
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Recently, TVve been +akih3 my moms old cell ?)nohe
wiﬂ'\ me. Decause I)Ve found out hobo&y boﬂ\ers
7/ou if it looks like you’re oh an imPor‘I’qh‘f call.

IF YOU CAN'T GET IT
TO ME BY THIS
AFTERNOON, T'LL FIND

SOMEONE WHO CAN!

On top of that, T know the location of eVery
doorbell camera in the heis}xbor)noocl. So T stick
to the sidewalks in front of those houses, even
‘H\ous"\ it adds a lot of time +o m7/ walk home.
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T}\e ‘H’\ihs IS, even i you,re doih& 7/our best to
steer clear of bullies, it's easy +o s|i‘> up. And
that's exac+|7/ what ha‘)\)ehe& when Darius Reec}y
bum‘DeJ into ohe in the cafeteria +ocla7/.

Before Darivs knew it, he was in a full-blown
ﬁ3¥\+ with a kid twice his size.
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Getting in a fistfight with a bully is my worst
his}x‘l’mare. For one ‘H\ihs, I like beihs able
to breathe ‘H\roush m7/ nose, which mis)‘x‘l’ be a
c}m“ehse for Darius going forward.

NURSE

Even if T somehow mahased 4o land a Fuhch, T4
worry about breakih3 a fihser or a thumb. Because
+hat would +o+a|l7/ mess up. my \7|dh$ for becomihs

a hand model.
LUXE

I'™M GONNA NEED
ANOTHER FIVE
TUBES OF THAT

MOISTURIZER, FAST!




T Ve read that when an animal is backed into a
corner, it }ms to decide between "fish‘l' or £ |i3¥\+,"
which means it has o deal with the threat or +r7/

o escape.
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But that's not a hard choice for ME, becavse T'm
c\'\oosihs “is}ﬁ eVer7/ +ime.

Th fact, whenever T walk into a room, the first
thing T do is look for the exits. And that's the
reason I sit in ‘H-\e back corner of -H\e cafeteria.

EMERGENCY
EXIT
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T+s not J'US‘!' when T'm indoors ) ‘I')nous}\. T+
OUTDOORS, “oo. Ahd on +o‘> of khowihs where

all the doorbell cameras are, T know the location

of eVery manhole cover in the heighbor*xoocl.

T£ T actually need to use the sewers as an escape
route, Tl s+a7l down there as |oh3 as T need +o.
Because if :[ }\aVe ohe superpower, its ?a‘h’ehce.
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But if T ever have to se‘l' out of town for
REAL, T'm ?re\)ared for that, too. TVe ‘)acke&
a bag with some cash and supplies +hat'll get me
b for a while. So if T feel like bullies are closing
nh, Tl be reacb/ to take off at a moments notice.
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T realized T should ?robaHy throw in a clissuise
and a fake ID, Just in case. But since T'm not old
ehough to get a driver’s license, T had +o settle
oh a fake |ibrar7/ card.

E&— Thiscard belongs 1o

onald McDonglq

T even Packe& a snorkel in my bas, because like T
said, T dont have a ProHem beihs patient.
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