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‘A lovely sparkly book’
Observer

‘Hurray for Jill Murphy! Children  
will love the antics of  Mildred Hubble  

and her hopeless tabby cat’
Independent

‘Millions of  young readers have  
fallen under the spell of   

Jill Murphy’s Worst Witch!’ 
Sunday Express

‘Hugely entertaining with  
wonderful illustrations’ 

LoveReading4Kids

‘You won’t fail to warm to Mildred Hubble!’ 
BookTrust
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Books by Jill Murphy

the worst witch

the worst witch strikes again

a bad spell for the worst witch

the worst witch all at sea

the worst witch saves the day

the worst witch to the rescue

the worst witch and the wishing star

first prize for the worst witch

dear hound
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Jill Murphy started putting books together (literally 

with a stapler) when she was six. Her Worst Witch 

series, the first book of  which was published in 

1974, is hugely successful. She also created several 

award-winning picture books for younger children.
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Introduction to
Miss Cackle’s Academy
Miss Cackle’s Academy for Witches looks more 
like a prison than a school, with its gloomy grey 
walls and turrets. Everything about it is dark and 
wshadowy. Even the girls themselves are dressed

in black gymslips, black stockings, black
hobnailed boots and grey shirts!

Turn over to meet Mildred Hubble and her friends.
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The Pupils

Fun-loving

Enid 
Nightshade

(not nearly 
as placid as 
she looks)

Disaster-prone

Mildred
Hubble

(positively the worst 
witch at Miss Cackle’s 

Academy)

Best friend

Maud
Spellbody
(kind and loyal)
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Snooty know-it-all 
Ethel Hallow 

(Mildred’s arch-enemy)

Ethel’s sidekick 
Drusilla Paddock

(Meet her in  
The Worst Witch All at Sea)
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The Teachers

Miss Cackle
the kindly headmistress

Miss Hardbroom
the most terrifying form 

mistress in the school
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Miss Drill 
the gym mistress

Miss Mould 
the art mistress

(Meet her in The Worst Witch to the Rescue)

Last but not least, 
Tabby 

Mildred’s hopeless cat

Miss Bat 
the chanting mistress
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CHAPTER ONE

 
ropical sunshine beat down 
on the pupils of  Miss Cackle’s 
Academy for Witches as they 
arrived in the schoolyard on 

the first day of  Winter Term. Only the 
first-years entered the school on foot, as 
they had not learnt to fly yet, but all the 
other pupils, and of  course the teachers, 
soared over the high stone wall on their 
broomsticks like a flock of  crows – a 
spectacular sight to see. The school year 

T
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was divided into two long terms, instead of  
the usual three, so the weather conditions 
were often mismatched to the girls’ 
uniforms at the very beginning of  term.

‘This is just typical!’ thought Mildred 
Hubble, wriggling her toes uncomfortably 
inside thick grey socks and heavy winter 
boots. ‘When we came back for Summer 
Term it was snowing and we were all 
frozen to death in our summer dresses!’
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