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JUNE
T"\ohclax
T"\y dad’s led7’S sqyihs you cah \)ick 7/our hose, but
you cant \Dick your fo\mﬂy. And even +)nou3)n T
get his meaning, it doesnt exac+|7/ make me want

+o share a bowl of popcorn with him.

Hejs rish‘l’ about -famﬂ)l ) ﬂ\ouah. Because the second
7/ou're born, 7/ou're du+oma‘|’ica||7/ in a group of
Peo‘)|e you never asked to be a part of.
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Th fact ) when you’re born, a BUNCH of stuff
has qlreqcb/ been decided for you, like where 7/ou’||
live and even what |ah3ua3e you’“ S\)eo\k. But since
you cant ac+uo\||7 TALK 7e+, you cant tell the
\DeoP|e +akih3 care of you that mushed—u? prunes
and carrots are a bad combination.

I THINK HE
LIKES IT!

The first ﬂwihs you learn as a kid is that grown-ups
are ‘H-\e ohes in c}\o\rse. Ahcl ‘H-\e SECOND -H-\ihs
you learn is that -Hwe)/ dont qlways make the best

decisiohs.

Mee+ the
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Then you find out that the ?eovle n charge of
YOU have ‘>eo‘>|e who are in c}xarse of THEM.

At least that's the way it is in my famﬂy, where
Gramma's the one who calls the shots. But 7/003
hever know she had so much power Just J()71 |ookih3
at her.

_ I MADE YOU YOUR
FAVORITE COOKIES! |
ol|o l |
| |
WA | | N
= ) <O
] P

There’s ac+ua||7/ a whole s+or7/ +o how Gramma
became the head of our family.

When my great srahdmoﬂ\er Meemaw \msse&
qway, someone needed o s+e\> up to take her
\>|ace as our leader. But since Gramma was the
youhseS‘f of four sisters, it didnt look like she'd
be the one to take over the 1[¢>\mi|7/.

w
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But then 50me+¥\ih3 \w‘)‘)ehe& +hat cko\hge& all
‘H\a‘h For Eas+er bruhc}\ one year, Gramma made
a pot of meatballs, and eVeryohe went CRAZY
for them.

HEW
CCHEW

Great Uncle Hermadeclqreé that Gramma was
the best cook in the famﬂy. EVerybocly else
asreed, which T'm sure was hard for her older

sisters.
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The way it works in my famﬂ)/ is that if 7/ou're +he
best cook ) 7/00 3e+ to host the bis *\o“c{d)/S like
’ﬂ\dhks\givihg and Christmas. But Gramma's older
sisters all live far away, and +¥xe7/ dont like 4o
travel on the holi&ays.

So Great Aunt Lou came up with a speciq| recipe
of her OWN +o try and ohe-up Gramma, but she
Just couldnt top Gramma’s meatballs.

E ver since Gramma introduced her special meatballs,
eVeryohe’s been +r7/ih3 to get her o tell them the

secret reci?e.

But Grammas no clummy. She knows that sivihs it vp
would be gving up her POWER.
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So she Just tells evarybody +hat Ker meatballs
Ohl7 have one ihgre&ieht and its “love.”

\\\obody seems satisfied with that answer,
'H'\ous\'\, and |a+el7/ a few of my aunts have been
+r7'ih3 to STEAL +the reci\De.

Last Christmas, Aunt Gretchen tried to sneak
away with a few meatballs so she could +take

+hem to a lab and get them aha|7/zecl for their
ihSredierﬁs. The ohl7/ reason she didnt get away
with it was because Gramma’s Jos, Sweetie, snitfed
them out before she could se‘l' to her car.
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ﬂweh, one his}ﬁ, Auh+ Auclra came o s+a7/ wiﬂ\
Gramma and hid her Phohe in a kitchen cabinet
so she could record Gramma mo\kihs a batch of
meatballs. But Gramma discovered the hidden
?)nohe and put it in +he sarbase Jis?osal.

EVerybody’s always telling Gramma her recipe
is so good, she s(ould open a restaurant and
make a Pile of mohey. M)/ Aunt Veronica is a
businesswoman, and she even came up with a \>|ah
for a whole CHAIN of restauvrants that would

J)
serve Gramma’s meatballs.

FROM MY
KITCHEN TO
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But Gramma S)nu‘i' ‘H\cﬁ' idea down {)7/ sayihs +)nd+ 7/ou
cant get a real home-cooked meal in a restavrant,

and her meatballs were ohly for the fqmily.

T don*t mean to sound harsh or dh7/+\'\ih3, but

I \'\O\De Gramma s\'\o\res \'\er reci\>e wH'}\ someohe in
+he famﬂ)/ SOON, because she’s not getting ah7/
youhser. Th fact, she Jus-l' moved out of her house
and into an assisted livihs center a few miles away.

Mom says Gramma’s %“\7\77/ there because she’s
with ?eople her age and 'Hwey have lots of
activities. But T sure ho?e my kids don* try and

s\\i\) ME off 40 a \Dlace like that when T'm old,
because T'm ac+ua|l7/ |ookih3 forward to beihs a

burden to my children.
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Gramma’s +urhih3 seVeh+7/-'FiVe sooh, and m7/ mom
and her sisters 4old Gramma H-\e)/ wanted o
throw a bia Par-ry for her birﬂwday. But Gramma
says she doesnt wan+t dh}/ohe to go to dh}/ trouble
for %er, and she doesnt have the eheray for a
\)o\r‘l'7/ like +hat anymore.

Then Gramma said what would make her REALLY

)nd‘)\))/ is if eVeryohe else went +o Ru-Hyheck
Tsland, where the family used to vacation back
when Mom and her sisters were kids.

Gramma said the oh|7/ 3.‘1[+ she wanted was a ?ko‘fo

of the whole family on the beach with +he old
l.‘ahﬂ-\ouse in the backarouh&, like +he picture she

kee‘;s in her apartment.
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I guess Mom ahd )ner sisters couldh)‘l' say ho to
Gramma’s birﬂwday request because +\we7/’d feel +oo

SuiH'y.

So Just like that, eVerybocly’s Ssummer \)lahs got
turned U\)side dowm w)m'c\'\ proves Gramma is +)ne
one \Dullihe +he strings in our ‘def‘y.

I’m hot |ookih3 forward o ﬂ'\is Jm'\), 'H'\ouah,
becavse T'm rea|l7/ hot a beach person. But Mom

say’s we Il make ha\aw famﬂy memories, and she even
booked the same house H-\e?/ s+a7/ed in as kids to

make the vacation extra s?ecial.

10 . :
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From the picture, the beach house looks a little
small 1o me, and there are a whole lot more ?eo‘)|e
in the famﬂ)/ how than there were when Mom

and her sisters were young. But what Tm rea||7/
herVous about is the combination of people going oh
vacation +03e+}\er.

Mom and her sisters oh|7' see each other a few times
a year, and theres a reason for that. Whenever
‘H\e/re +03e+)ner, all +)ne7' do is FIGHT. And
sometimes it gets so bad between them that Gramma
has to s+e\> in to break -Hm'hss up-

So T want to say for the record that this whole
trip is a bad idea. The way T see it, a family

vacation is like a reci?e, and some ihsre&ieh-fs Jus+
dont mix.

11
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Tues&a;[
Mom's been ‘h’)/ah& o se‘l' me and m7/ {Jroﬂ\ers

excited by S}\ow:hs us old ‘ﬂ'\oi’o albums from her
fqmdy vacations on Ru++7/heck Tsland. But every

so 01[+eh ﬂ\eres a page w‘were someone was cut

El

out of a \>|c+ure

S
_ T
\

(-h
\§ {+] .~

Mom ex‘>|mhed ‘H\a‘l’ if one of my aunts dated some

3

X
i

boy and ‘H\e)/ broke up, Gramma would cut ‘H’\em out
of the P%o-ro That's because she feels like famil y
P\woi‘o albums are oh|)/ for FAMILY.

All of a sudden, SOme-H-\ihs T always used to
wonder about made sense. When T was lit+le,
T found an the|0\>e stuffed with cutouts of
+eehq3ers ) and I hever knew w*\o ‘H\ey were.

12
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T4 Play with them like ‘Hwe)/ were action ﬁgures,
and T created these crazy s+or)/|ihes for each

c\-\q racter.

TELL ME WHERE
YOURE HIDING THE '
]

SECRET PLANS

I'™M NOT GIVING
THEM UP WITHOUT
A FIGHT!

THEN PREPARE

TO MEET . |
YOUR DOOM! 8 i~ Sm—

Rl

=l

The last +ime Moms fqmily went to Ru-Hyheck
Tsland, she and her sisters were in high school.
Aunt Cakey mustve had a boyfriehd that summer,
because there were a bunch of ‘)ic+ures of her next
+o someone whod been cut out.

13
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But when T asked Mom about Aunt Cakefs

boyfn'ehcl, she said i+ was a |oh3 time ago and she
couldn®t remember ahyﬂxihs about him.

T guess Gramma got sick of cwtting ex-boy-{rieh&s
out of ?\'\o+os, because eVeh+uo\||7/ she made a rule
that you’re hot allowed to be in fqmily pictures
unless you’Ve o”icio\“y married in.

And that’s a little awkward for Vincent, who's
been dating Aunt Cakef for six years but alwo?/s
has 4o stand behind the camera when we take our
fo\mﬂ)/ P}\o+os.

14 . .
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We learned our lesson about this kind of ﬂ'\ihs

b +akih3 oo mo\hy Pid’ures of Noa}x, who dated
%{um Veronica for a while. EVerybody in the famﬂy
LOVED Noah, and he was front and center in a

lot of our pictures.

Tn fact, a cou?|e of times, he even made it into our
famﬂ)/ hewsletter that Gramma mails out eVery year.

|”_The Family Follies

NOAH DOES
IT AGAIN!

Promoted to
Regional Manager

do next?

: . 15
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Uhfor‘l'uha‘l'el)/, it didnt work out between Noah
and Auh+ Verohica, so }\e Vahishec{ from ‘H\e
famﬂy hewsletter. And that made ‘H\ihgs kind
of awkward whenever our family would run into

someone who was on the mailih3 list.

HEY, ANY UPDATES
ON THAT NOAH

But what was even MORE awkward was when
Gramma 'Fouhc{ ouvt ‘\\oa% sill "\ad a T-SHH' from our

family revhion, and s}we went ‘o )m's sym +o make }\im
give it BACK.

16
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T +hink Vincent's ‘)lahhihs on Pro?osihs to Aunt
Cakey onhe &ay, and he knows he needs +o get
Gramma’s blessiha first. He's been workihs hard o
impress her, but T can tell she’s gohha milk this
as long as she can.

To be honest, T rea||7/ dont understand wh
Vincent's so eager to be a part of our famﬂ)/. Th
fact, if he wants MY slot, T4 be }'\d\)‘)}l to just
hand i+ to him.

And T dont know if there are |qw7/ers or
\m\)erwork involved in that kind of a deal, but
T4 be willing to do whatever it +akes +o get +his
+Hh9 done.

17
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