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The third and final volume of the Essential 
Works of Foucault series, Power brings 
together his writings on the issues that 
he helped make the core agenda of 
Western political culture: medicine, prisons, 
psychiatry, government and sexuality, in 
particular showing his concerns with human 
rights, discrimination and exclusion. It also 
includes articles and open letters published 
directly in response to the issues of the time, 
calling for reform in abortion, asylum and 
the death penalty. All the pieces here bring 
a new sense of Foucault’s huge influence 
on the politics of personal freedom.

 ‘Who since Weber, or perhaps 
even Hobbes, has done as 
much to show why power 
is such a profound, elusive 
and treacherous presence 
throughout our experience?’ 
The Times Higher Education
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Power

One of the most provocative and influential thinkers of the twentieth 
century, Michel Foucault (1926–84) exposed the systems of power 
inherent in all aspects of society with his revolutionary studies of 
sexuality, madness and punishment. He had an enormous impact on 
many fields including literary criticism, philosophy, history, psycho­
analysis, the history of science and the sociology of knowledge.

Foucault was Professor of History of Systems of Thought at the 
Collège  de France in Paris, and wrote frequently for French news­
papers and reviews. Among his many publications are Madness and 
Civilization (1962); The Archaeology of Knowledge (1972); The Birth of the 
Clinic (1973); and Discipline and Punish (1975). The three volumes of 
The  History of Sexuality published during his lifetime were The Will 
to  Knowledge (1976), The Use of Pleasure (1984) and The Care of the Self 
(1984); the fourth volume, The Confessions of the Flesh, was published 
posthumously in 2018. His Essential Works are published in three vol­
umes as Ethics; Aesthetics, Method, and Epistemology; and Power, and 
the lectures he gave at the Collège de France in 1975–6 are collected in 
the volume Society Must Be Defended. 

James D. Faubion is Professor of Anthropology at Rice University in 
Texas. He is the author of Modern Greek Lessons: A Primer in Historical Con-
structivism and also edited Aesthetics, the second volume in the Essential 
Works of Foucault series. 

The introduction is by Colin Gordon, editor of Power/Knowledge and 
The Foucault Effect. He lives in England.

Series Editor Paul Rabinow is Professor of Anthropology at the Univer­
sity of California at Berkeley. His previous books include The Foucault 
Reader and Michel Foucault: Beyond Structuralism and Hermeneutics 
(with Herbert L. Dreyfus).
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Penguin Books is part of the Penguin Random House group of companies 
whose addresses can be found at global.penguinrandomhouse.com.

Selections from Dits et écrits 1954–1984, eds. Daniel Defert and François Ewald, with 
the assistance of Jacques Lagrange, first published by Editions Gallimard 1994
This collection first published with new translations in the USA by the New Press 2000
First published by Allen Lane 2001
Published in Penguin Books 2002
This edition published 2020
001

Copyright © Editions Gallimard, 1994
Compilation, introduction and new translations copyright © the New Press, 2000

The note on terms and translations on pp.xlii–xliii is  
an extension of this copyright page

Printed and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, Elcograf S.p.A.

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN: 978–0–241–43508–3

www.greenpenguin.co.uk

Penguin Random House is committed to a 
sustainable future for our business, our readers 
and our planet. �is book is made from Forest 
Stewardship Council® certified paper.
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