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SEPTEMBER
Mohdax
T guess Mom was ?re‘H?/ ‘Jroud of herself for
makihs me write in that Jourhal las+ year, because
how she went and boue*ﬁ' me_another ohe.

But remember how T said that if some Jerk
co\ush-f me carryihs a book with "diary" on the
cover, ﬂ\e)/ were gohna 9e+ ‘H\e wrohg idea?
Well, +hat's exac+l7/ wha+ }m‘)‘)ehec} +o&a>/.

(MY BROTHER RODRICK)

Now that Rodrick knows T have another Jourhal,
T better remember +o kee\) +his one locked up-
Rodrick dc+ua||7' got hold of my LAST Journal a
few weeks back ) and i+ was a disaster. But dont
even get me started on THAT s+or7/.
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EVeh wH'}\oui' m7/ Rodrick ‘)ro{)lems ) m7/ Summer

was \Dre++7/ |ous7/.

Our {am.‘ly didnt go ahyw)ner‘e or do ah7/+)nih3
fun, and thats Dad’s fault. Dad made me Join
ﬂ\e Swim team asaih 5 and he wanted to make sure
T didnt miss dh7/ meets this year.

STOP
SHIVERING,
GREG!

KILL 'EM,
BRANDON!

Dad’s got +his idea that T'm destined +o be a
srea‘l' Swimmer _or 50me+\\ih3 ,-So +¥\a+’s w)ny ‘\e

makes me Joih -H-\e +eam eVer7I Ssummer.
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At ry first swim meet a couPle of years ago,
Dad told me that when the umpire shot off the
starter \)is+o|, T was sup‘)osed to dive in and

start Swimmihs.

But what he DIDN'T +ell me was that the starter
qun ohly fired BLANKS.

So T was a whole lot more worried about where the
bullet was gohna land than T was about getting
mysel-F o ﬂ\e o‘l’}\er‘ eh& of ‘I’\'\e ‘)ool.
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E ven after Dad exvlaihed +he whole “starter
\Dis+o|“ concept to me, T was still the wors+

Swimmer oh +}\e +eam.

But T did end up winhing “Mos+ 1mProVed" at
the awards bahc‘ue‘r at the end of the summer.
That's ohly because there was a ten-minute
difference between my first race and my last one.

So T guess Dad’s s+l waiting for me to live up
+o my ‘)o+eh+io\|.

Th a lot of ways, beihs on the swim team was
worse than beihs in_middle school.

First of all, we had to be at the \7°°| by 7:30
every morning, and the water was a|wa7/s

FREEZING cold.

L,.
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And, second of all, we were all crammed into two
lanes, so T alwo?/s had somebody on.my +ail +r7/ih3
to 3e+ round me.

ol <@ TAP o 2
; ode PUSH \‘. G 3
~7I ( %—1. 7+

ﬂ\e reason we ‘\ad +o0 use two lanes was because
Swim Prqch'ce was at ‘H\e same time as +)ne Water

Jazz class.

T ac+ua||7/ tried to convince Dad to let me do
Water Jazz instead of swim team, but he wouldn+
90 for it.

COME ON,
LADIES! GET
THOSE ARMS UP!
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This was the first summer the coach let us boys
wear swimming trunks instead of those sk.‘m?)/
racing trunks. But Mom said Rodrick’'s hand-me-
down ba-l'\-\ihs suit was "\Derfec-H)/ fine”.

YOUR FRIENDS
WILL BE

JEALOUS
BECAUSE

— YOU'LL BE

/4 SO FAST!

After swim practice, Rodrick would \)ick me. up.in
his band’s van. Mom had +his crazy idea that if
me and Rodrick sPeh'l' "qua|i+7/ +ime" on the ride

home eVer7/ Jo\y, we wouldn+t -FisH' as much. But
all it did was make +)nih35 a lot worse.

Rodrick was Q|wq7/s a half hour late Pickihg me. up.
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And he wouldnt let me sit up front. He said the
chlorine would ruin his seat, even 'H\ouah +he van is
Some+)nih3 like fifteen years old.

GET IN

F ] THE BACK.

Rodrick’s van doesn+ ac+ua||7/ have any seats in
+he back, so T had to squeeze in with all +he
band equi\)meh‘l’. Ah& every time ‘H-\e Vah came o
a stop, T had 4o Prqy T didnt get my head
+aken off {37/ one of Rodrick’s drums.
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T ended up walkihs home every Jay instead of
getting a ride from Rodrick. T fisured it was
better 4o Just walk +he two miles than 4o aet
brain dqmase ri&ihs in +he back of that van.

qufway -H\roush the summer, T decided T was

Pre++7/ much done with swim team. So T came up
wH'}\ a trick to 3e+ out of Prac-h’ce.

I’J swim a few |a\>s, and ﬂ\eh ask +)ne coc\c}\ if
T could use the bathroom. ﬂ\eh Td JUS“" hide

out in the locker room until practice was over.

The oh|7/ ProHem with my Plah was that it was
Some‘l')nihs like zero Jeerees in +he boys’ ba+hroom.
So it was even colder in THERE +than it was in
+he PooL
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T Kad o wrap mysel-( up-in toilet+ paper so T
didnt 3e+ hy\boﬂxermio\.

AN

'ﬂ\a‘f's \-\ow I S\Deh‘l' a \are-Hy bis c\whk of m7/
Summer )noliclo\ys. And thats w}xy Th ac+ual|7/ |ookih3

forward o going back to school tomorrow.

Tuesclaz

When T got o school +oda7/, eVerybody was
acting all strange around me, and at first T
didnt know WHAT was vp-
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Then T remembered: T still had the Cheese Touch
from LAST year. I 30+ +\\e C\'\eese Touch n
+he last week of school, and over the summer T
COMPLETELY -For‘30+ about i+.

The Problem with the Cheese Touch is that you’Ve
got it undil you can pass it on to someone else.
But hobody would even aet within +Hr-l7 feet of
me, So T knew T was gonha be stuck with the
Cheese Touch for +he whole school year.

Luck.'l)/ , there was a new kid named J_eremy Pindle
in homeroom, so that took care of THAT Pro’olem.

WELCOME TO OUR
SCHOOL, JEREMY!

My first class was Pre-AlSebra, and the teacher
\Du+ me ris}ﬁ next to Alex Aru&a , +)ne Smartest
kid in the whole class.
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Alex is SUPER easy +to copy from, because he
a|wa7/s finishes his test eo\rly and puts his paper
down on the floor next o him. So if T ever
se‘l’ in a \thC\'\, it's hice to know T can count
on Alex to bail me out.

Kids whose last names start with the first few
letters of the al\ﬁm{)e‘r get called on the mos+
b)/ +he +eacher, and that'’s w)ny +)ne7l end up
beiha the smartest.

Some \Deovle +hink that's not +ruve, but if you
want to come down to m7/ $C"\OO| , I cah prove i+,

W

AN
ALEX ARUDA CHRISTOPHER ZIEGEL

T cn ohly think of ONE kid who broke +he
last-name rule, and that's Peter U+e3er. Peter
was the smartest kid in the class all the way. up
until the fifth srqée.

1
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ﬂm‘f’s wheh a J()u\f\c*\ of us started sivihS Hm a
hard time about how his initials sounded when you
said them out loud.

TEACHER,
THE ANSWER
TO THAT
QUESSTION
IS

These Jays, Peter doesnt raise his hand at ALL,
and ‘\e’s ‘JreH’y much a C student.

T guess T feel a little bad about the whole P.U.
ﬂwihg and what \-\a\)\)ehec{ 4o Peter. But it's hard
hot to take credit whenever it comes up-

I STARTED

12
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Ah}'“’“}" +oda7 T got Pre-H?/ decent seats in all
my classes except seVeh+)n—\>eriod Hi$+or7/. M)/
teacher is Mr Huff, and 50me+¥\ih3 tells me he
had Rodrick as a student a few years back.

MR HEFFLEY, YOU'LL BE
SITTING IN THIS CHAIR
NEXT TO MY DESK.

\:Jedhescla;[
Mom has been makihs me_and Rodrick )nel\D out
more around +)ne }xouse , and now +)ne two of us

are resPohsible for Joihs the dishes every hia}rh

The rule is that were not allowed +o watch any
TV or ?lay video games until all the dishes are
done. But let me Just say +hat Rodrick is the

WORST dishes partner in +he world.
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As soon as dinner is over, he goes upstairs 4o the
bdﬂ\room o\hci camps out ‘H‘\ere for an \'\our. Ahd
by +)ne time \'\e comes back downstairs 5 ’fm
alreac}y done.

I'M READY
TO START!

But if T ever complo\ih 4o Mom and Dad, Rodrick

qlwqys \)ulls out the same lame excuse:

MY BODY
IS ON A
SCHEDULE.

I ‘H\ihk Mom and Dad are +oo worried about m
litte brother, Mdhhy, to get involved in a ﬁe)n-f
between me ahd Rodn'ck ri3¥\+ now dh}""’“}"
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Yes+er&a7/, Mahh)/ drew a picture at hursery,
and Mom and Dad got really upset when -H-\e)/
found it in his back\)ack.

Mom and Dad +)nou3¥\+ +he picture was SUPPosed
+o0 be of THEM, so now ﬂ\e)/'re acting all |oVe7/
in front of Mdhh}’.

T knew who i+ was REALLY suP\)osed to be in
ﬂ\e ‘Jic-l'ure-‘ me and Rodrick.
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