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SEPTEMBER
Tues&ax
First of all, let me get something straight: +his
is a JOURNAL, not a &iary. T know what it
says on the cover, but when Mom went out to
buy this thing T SPECIFICALLY +old her +o
get one that didnt say "diaryl“ on it.

Great. All T need is for some Jerk +o catch me
carryihg +his book around and 3e+ +he wrohg idea.

,

The other ‘Hwihs T want 4o clear up r.'SM away
1S +\'\a+ -H\is was MOM’s iJea, not mine.

But if she +hinks T'm going to write down m7/
"1[ee|ih3$" in here or whatever, she’s crazy. So
Just dont expect me 1o be all “Dear Diary“ +his
and “Dear Diaryn +hat.
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The oh|7/ reason I aareecl to do +his at all is
because T fisure later on when T'm rich and
famous, T\l Nave better +Hh35 to do +han
answer \)eovle’s s+uPiJ guestions all day long. So
this book is gonna come in ho\hdy.

HERE'S MY

JOURNAL.
TELLUS | ALWAYS NOW
YOUR SO SMART SHOO,
CHILDHOOD! AND SHOO.
HANDSOME?

Like T said, T be famous one Ja?/ , but for row
I’m stuck in middle SC\'\ool wiﬂ\ a buhc\w of morons.

NG

MORONS
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Let me Just sa7/ for the record +hat T think
middle school is +he dumbest idea ever invented.
Youve got kids like me who havent hit their
srowﬂ\ spurt 7/e+ mixed in with these gorillas who
heed to shave twice a Jay.

And then +)ne7/ wohder why {)ullyihg is such a bis
'\)roblem in middle school.

Tf i+ was up to me, srac}e levels would be based
on hei&}\‘h not age. But ‘H\eh dsm'h, I guess
+hat would mean kids like C\wir‘ds GUP+¢ would
still be in +he first srade.
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To&dy IS ‘H\e first &d}/ of $c¥\00| ) dh& r@'\‘i’ now
were Just waiting around for the teacher +o \wrry
vp and finish the sea‘h'hg chart. So T ‘Fisur‘ed T
mis\-rf as well write in +his book o pass +he time.

B7/ +he wa, let me give you some sooci advice. On
+he first da?/ of school, 7/ou)Ve got o be real careful
where you sit. You walk into the classroom and Just
\)|uhk your stuff down on any old desk and +he
next ﬂ\ihs 7/ou know the teacher is deiha -

I HOPE YOU ALL LIKE
WHERE YOURE SITTING,
BECAUSE THESE ARE YOUR
PERMANENT SEATS.

So in this class, T got stuck with Chris Hosey n
front of me and Lionel James at the back of me.
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Jason Brill came in late and almost sat to m
risH', but |uckil7/ T s+0\>'\>ed that from "\a\)\)ehihs
at the last second.

Nex+ Perioc}, T should Just sit in the middle of a
bunch of hot girls as soon as T step in +he
room. But T guess if T do that, it just proves
T didn* learn dh}/‘l')nihs from last year.

GREG, WILL
YOU PLEASE
PASS THIS

NOTE TO
SHELLY?

\

.
%?ork.
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Man, T dont know WHAT s up with girls +hese
Ja?/s. T+ used 1o be a whole lot simvler back in
elemeh+ar7/ school. The deal was, if you were +he
fastest runner in your class, you got all the sirls.

And in the fif+h sraée, the fastest runner was
Ronnie McCoy.

a ¢
=0 %i

Nowadays, it's a whole lot more corn\wlica‘feci. Now
it's about the kind of clothes you wear or how rich
7/ou are or if )Iou \\aVe a cute butt or w\-\q‘te\/er.
And kids like Ronnie McCo7' are scro\+c\'\ih3 +heir
}xeads wohc}erihs w}m+ -H\e heck %a‘)\)ehec}.

The mos+ popular J007/ in my srade is Bryce
Anderson. The thing that really stinks is that
T have ALWAYS been into 3ir|s, but kids like
Bryce have oh|7/ come around in the las+ cou‘>|e

01[ yea rs.
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I remember )now Bryce used to act back in
e|emeh+ar7/ school.

T DON'T THINK

GIRLS ARE
STINKY POOS!

GIRLS ARE
STINKY
POOS!

Wﬂ%

But mf course nhow I dont 3e+ o\h credit for
S‘thlhs w.ﬂ\ ‘H\e Sn"ls d” ﬂus ‘hme

Like I Sm'cl Bryce 1S ‘H\e mos+ POPUldr k& N _our
grade, so that leaves all the rest of us uys
SCrambluhs for the other spots.

T}\e bes+ 1 can fisure IS +\'\a+ I’m 50mew¥\ere

around 52nd or 53rd most ‘)o‘)uhr +his yedr.

But the soocl hews is that T'm about 4o move
up ohe s?o+ because C}\o\rlie Davies is above me,
and he’s getting his braces next week.
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T +r7/ to_explain all +his Po\:ularﬁy stuff o my
friend Rowley (who is \aro’oabl)/ hoVen'hs n's}ﬁ
around the 150 mark, by +he Wo\y), but T +hink
t J'us+ 9oes in onhe edr and out +he other with him.

\l\]e&hesdax

Today we )no\ci P\\)/S Ed, so ﬂ\e first +)nih3 I
did when T got outside was sneak off to +he
basketball court to see if the Cheese was still
+)nere. Ah& sure ehous)n, it was.

-
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/ﬂm‘f \Diece of Cheese )nas been si++ih3 on +\'\e
court since last spring. T guess it mus+Ve dro\)\:eé
out of someone’s sandwich or someﬂ\ihg. AHer a
couyle of Jays , the Cheese started getting all
moul&y and has-iy. No‘bo&y would ‘Jldy basketball on
+he court where the Cheese was, even -H\ous)n +hat
was the oh|7/ court +that had a }xoov with a het.

Then one Jay, +his kid named Darren Walsh
+ouc¥\ec} +}\e C%eese wiﬂ\ Hs -Fihaer , and ‘H\cﬁ’s
what started +his ‘H\ihs called the Cheese Touch.
T+s JDausico\uy like +the Cooties. Tf you get +he
Cheese Touch ) you,re stuck with it until 7/ou pass

\/'
7Q

/// ’

i+ on 1o someone else.

The oh|7/ wa to protect 7/ourse|-f from +\\e
C\-\eese Touc 1S Yo cross 7/our fchsers
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But it's not that easy remembering to keep your
-Fihsers crossed eVery moment of the Ja?/. T ended
up ‘hx\m'hg mine +ose+)ner so +}\e7’ci s+a7/ crossed
all the time. T got a D in handwriting, but it
was +o+a||7/ worth it.

This one kid named Abe Hall got the Cheese
Touch in A\)ril , and ho{)ocly would even come hear
Hm for -’r*\e rest of 'H\e year. T’nis Summer Abe
moved away +o California and took the Cheese

Touch with Kim.

T Jus+ }\ove someone doesn+t start the Cheese
Touc}\ up aeaih , because I dont need ‘l’\'\d‘l’ kind

of stress in my life dh}' more.

/ﬂwrsdax

Tm \-\avihs a seriously hard time getting used to
+he fact that summer is over and T have to get
out of bed eVery morning to go o school.

My summer did not exac+l7/ get off to a great
start, thanks o my older brother Rodrick.
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A cou?|e of Jays into summer vacation, Rodrick
woke me vp in the middle of the h|'3¥\+. He +old
me T s|e\7+ +¥\rou3\\ the whole summer, but that
|ucki|7/ T woke vp Just in time for the first
de of school.

You rm's)n‘l’ think T was \Dre++7/ dumb for fdllihs
for that one, but Rodrick was dressed up in his
school clothes and hed set my alarm clock ahead
+o make it look like i+ was the morning. Plus, e
closed my curtains so 1 couldnt see that i+ was
still dark out.

After Rodrick woke me vp, T Jus+ 30‘!’ dressed and
went dowhstairs to make myseh[ some_breakfast,

like 1 do eVery morhiha on a sd'\ool do?/.

11
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But T guess T must have made a \are++7/ bis
racket because the next +\-\ih3 T knew, Dad was
downstairs, yellihs at me for eating Cheerios at
3:00 in the morning.

I‘I’ +ook me a minute to fiaure out w\'\a+ -H\e ‘\eck
was soihg on.

After T did, T +old Dad +that Rodrick had
\>|a7/ecl a trick on me, and HE was the one that
should be getting yelled at.

Dad walked down to the basement to chew
Rodrick out, and I +d33€d dlohs. ]: couldnt
wait to see Rodrick 3e+ what was comih3 +o him.
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But Rodrick covered up his tracks Pre++7/ Sooci.
Ahd +o +¥\is dd}" I’m sure Dad +Hhks IJVe so‘l*

a screw loose or someﬂ-\ihs.

Fri&ax
Tociay at sc}xoo| we 30‘!’ assisheci o redciihs groups.

They dont come ris}rf out and tell you if you,re
in the Gifted group or +he Eo\sy group, but 7'ou
can -ﬁsur‘e i+ out r‘is}ﬁ' de)/ b |oo’<ih3 at ﬂ\e
covers of the books 'H'\ey hand out.

EINSTEIN Bink |
AS A SAYS
CHILD ROO
s
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I was \‘)re‘H‘y JisaP\)oih‘l’eci to find out 1 30+
PU+ in the Gifted group, because that Jus-l' means

a lot of extra work.

When ‘H\ey did the screening at the end of last
7ear, T did my best to make sure T 30+ \>u+ n
the Easy group +his year.

FRED PICKED UP
THE BUH...BAH...

BEE...
THE “BOOK™.

WHEW.
THANKS!

Mom is real ‘h's)n’r with our principal, so TN bet
she s+e‘>\)e3 in and made sure T 30‘!’ \)u+ in the
Gifted group asm'h.

Mom is qlwqys sayihs T'm a smart kid, but that T
Just dont "aﬂalyn m7156|1[.
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But if there’s one ‘H\ihs T learned from Rodrick,
it's 4o set \Deovle’s expectations real low so you
end up surprising them b)’ Pradically doing
hoﬂ\ihs at all.

RODRICK, I WANT YOUR
DIRTY UNDERWEAR OFF
THE KITCHEN TABLE
BEFORE I GET HOME
FROM WORK.

15

Copyrighted Material



Ac+ua||7/, T'm kind of slacl my Flah to get put in
+he Easy grouvp didnt work.

T saw a couP|e of the “Bink Sa7/s Boo” kids
}\oldihs ﬂ\eir books uPsi&e Jowh, and I dont
+hink ﬂ\e)/ were Jokihs.

Saturda
Well, +he first week of school is f.’haHy over, so
+odo\7 T sle‘>+ n.

Most kids wake up early oh Scﬁ'uréay +o watch
cartoons or whatever, but not me. The ohly reason
T aet out of bed at all on weekends is because
eVeh+uall7/ T cant stand the taste of my owh
breath any more.
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Uhfor+uha+e|7/, Dad wakes up at 6:00 in the
morning ho matter WHAT Ja?/ of +he week it
is, and he is hot real considerate of the fact
that T am trying to enjoy my Sa+ur&ay like

a hormal person.

T didnt have dh)/‘!')nihs +o do +o&a7/ so 1 JUS‘I’
headed vp to Rowlefs house.

Rowley is +ec\\hica|l7/ my best friend, but that is
Je{ihﬁdy sub ject o c\'\ahse.

TVe been aVoiJihs Row|e7/ since the first c}ay of
school, when he did 50me+\-\ih3 +hat really
ahhoyed me.
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