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YUKIO MISHIMA

Yukio Mishima was born into a samurai 
family and imbued with the code of complete 
control over mind and body, and loyalty to 
the Emperor – the same code that produced 
the austerity and self-sacrifice of Zen. He 
wrote countless short stories and thirty-three 
plays, in some of which he acted. Several films 
have been made from his novels, including 
The Sound of Waves; Enjo, which was based on 
The Temple of the Golden Pavilion; and The Sailor 
Who Fell from Grace with the Sea. Among his other 
works are the novels Confessions of a Mask and 
Thirst for Love and the short-story collections 

Death in Midsummer and Acts of Worship.

After Mishima conceived the idea of The Sea 
of Fertility tetralogy in 1964, he frequently said 
he would die when it was completed. On 
November 25, 1970, the day he completed The 
Decay of the Angel, the last novel of the cycle, 
Mishima committed seppuku (ritual suicide) at 

the age of forty-five.
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A L S O  B Y  Y U K I O  M I S H I M A

The Sea of Fertility tetralogy

Spring Snow

Runaway Horses
The Temple of Dawn

The Decay of the Angel

Confessions of a Mask

Forbidden Colours

After the Banquet

The Temple of the Golden Pavilion

The Sailor Who Fell from Grace with the Sea

Five Modern Nō Plays

The Sound of Waves

Death in Midsummer

Acts of Worship
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YUKIO MISHIMA

THIRST FOR LOVE
TR  A N S L ATE  D  FR  O M  T H E  J A PA N E S E  B Y

Alfred H. Marks 
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Vintage Classics is part of the Penguin Random House group of companies 
Vintage, Penguin Random House UK, One Embassy Gardens,  

8 Viaduct Gardens, London sw11 7bw

Originally published in Japanese as Ai No Kawaki by Shinchosa  
Copyright 1950 by Yukio Mishima.  

This translation was first published in the United States in 1969  
by Alfred A. Knopf, Inc, New York.

First published by Vintage Classics in 2009
This edition published in Vintage Classics in 2024

Copyright © Alfred A. Knopf Inc 1969, renewed 1997

Yukio Mishima has asserted his right to be identified as the author of this  
Work in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988

No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner for the  
purpose of training artificial intelligence technologies or systems. In accordance  

with Article 4(3) of the DSM Directive 2019/790, Penguin Random House  
expressly reserves this work from the text and data mining exception.

penguin.co.uk/vintage-classics
global.penguinrandomhouse.com

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

isbn 9780099530275

Printed and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, Elcograf S.p.A.

The authorised representative in the EEA is Penguin Random House Ireland,  
Morrison Chambers, 32 Nassau Street, Dublin d02 yh68

Penguin Random House is committed to a sustainable future  
for our business, our readers and our planet. This book is made  

from Forest Stewardship Council® certified paper.
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