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A HIGH WIND IN JAMAICA

Richard Hughes was born in 1900 and educated 

at Charterhouse School and Oriel College, 

Oxford. A highly original and idiosyncratic 

writer, he wrote poems and plays as well 

as novels, but it is for these that he is best 

remembered, the most famous of which was his 

first, A High Wind in Jamaica, published in 1929. 

A remarkable man, he could number Masefield, 

Yeats, T. E. Lawrence, Robert Graves, Augustus 

John and Dylan Thomas amongst his friends  

and acquaintances. Married to the painter 

Frances Bazley in 1932, he died in 1976.
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ALSO BY RICHARD HUGHES

Novels

In Hazard

The Fox in the Attic

(Vol. I of The Human Predicament)

The Wooden Shepherdess

(Vol. II of The Human Predicament)

Children’s Stories

The Spider’s Palace

Don’t Blame Me

Short Stories

A Moment of Time

Poems

Confessio Juvenis

Drama

The Sisters’ Tragedy

A Comedy of Good and Evil

The Man Born to be Hanged

Danger

RICHARD HUGHES

A High Wind in 
Jamaica

WITH AN AFTERWORD BY MEG ROSOFF
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Vintage Classics is part of the Penguin Random House  
group of companies whose addresses can be found at  

global.penguinrandomhouse.com
 

This edition published in Vintage Classics in 2023
First published in Great Britain by Chatto & Windus in 1929

Copyright © The Executors of the Estate of Richard Hughes 1929

penguin.co.uk/vintage-classics

Printed and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, Elcograf S.p.A.

The authorised representative in the EEA is Penguin Random House Ireland, 
Morrison Chambers, 32 Nassau Street, Dublin D02 YH68

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

ISBN 9780099437437

Penguin Random House is committed to a sustainable  
future for our business, our readers and our planet. This book  

is made from Forest Stewardship Council® certified paper.
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