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Clare Chambers’ first job after leaving university was working with 
Diana Athill at André Deutsch. They published her first novel 
Uncertain Terms in 1992. Clare is also the author of Back Trouble, 
Learning to Swim, A Dry Spell, In A Good Light, The Editor’s Wife and 
Small Pleasures. She lives with her husband in south-east London.

‘Chambers’ eye for undemonstrative details achieves a  
Larkin-esque lucidity’ Guardian on Small Pleasures

‘An irresistible novel, wry, perceptive and quietly devastating’  
Mail on Sunday on Small Pleasures

‘Effortless to read, but every sentence lingers in the mind’  
Lissa Evans on Small Pleasures

‘Clare Chambers is a diamond in the dust’ Independent on  
Sunday on In A Good Light

‘The writing is beautiful’ Jessie Burton on Small Pleasures

‘A funny and moving story with a great deal of style’  
Daily Express on Back Trouble

Praise for Clare Chambers:

Copyrighted Material



Also by Clare Chambers

UNCERTAIN TERMS

LEARNING TO SWIM

A DRY SPELL

IN A GOOD LIGHT

THE EDITOR’S WIFE

SMALL PLEASURES

Copyrighted Material



Copyrighted Material



Reissued by Arrow Books in 2021
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Arrow Books
20 Vauxhall Bridge Road

London SW1V 2SA

Arrow Books is part of the Penguin Random House group of companies 
whose addresses can be found at global.penguinrandomhouse.com.

Copyright © Clare Chambers 1994

Clare Chambers has asserted her right to be identified as the author of this 
Work in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.

First published in Great Britain by André Deutsch in 1994
First published in paperback by Arrow Books in 2002

This edition published in paperback by Arrow Books in 2021

www.penguin.co.uk

A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

ISBN 9780099414568

The authorised representative in the EEA is Penguin Random House  
Ireland, Morrison Chambers, 32 Nassau Street, Dublin D02 YH68. 

Printed and bound in Great Britain by Clays Ltd, Elcograf S.p.A.

Penguin Random House is committed to a 
sustainable future for our business, our readers 
and our planet. This book is made from Forest 
Stewardship Council® certified paper.
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